[Expression of two types of melanoma antigens in hepatocellular carcinoma].
To investigate the expression of melanoma antigen MAGE-4 and MAGE-10 mRNA in Chinese human hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). The expression of MAGE-4 and MAGE-10 mRNA in HCC tissues and the adjacent non-HCC liver tissues was studied using RT-PCR in 48 samples of HCC. Ten samples of cirrhosis and 10 samples of normal liver tissues were examined. The PCR products were sequenced. Of the 48 HCC samples studied, 15 (31.3%) and 14 (29.2%) expressed MAGE-4 and MAGE-10 mRNA respectively. In contrast, none of the HCC adjacent non-tumorous liver tissues were MAGE-4 and MAGE-10 mRNA detectable. Nor did liver tissues from cirrhosis and normal liver samples. The expression of the two genes in HCC showed no correlation with the serum level of AFP and the tumor size. MAGE-4 and MAGE-10 mRNA are specifically expressed in Chinese HCC samples.